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A Study of the Characteristics of Herat Political Culture

Background: Political culture as a part of Culture in general, holds a particular
position in social sciences. Policy makers in the countries with an ration
understanding of the political culture of their own societies, making their public
policies. Therefor paying attention to this section of social sciences studies has
become a premier part in the master plan of social researchers. Focusing on
the political culture has been transformed after studies of Almond and Verba
on their field-comparative researches and become the predominant pattern of
this area of studies. The result of Almond and Verba's researches has ended to
three kinds of political culture: Limited Political culture, Passive political culture
and participatory political culture or a mix of these. Based on Almond and
Verba's pattern, this research is identifying two important issues. First, what
kind of political culture people have in Herat? And second, what are the
components affecting Herat Political culture. This research used the Survey
study method and the questionnaire. Distributing of 396 questionnaires
between the university lecturers, University students, Civil society members,
Government officials, Private sector, and public people with free jobs. The
demographic variables of this research are: age, Sex, Education, occupation,
sect, ethnicity and income level. Five variables are the main source of making
the indicators of the poitical culture for the questionnaire; they are: religion,
role of ethnicity in the politics, democracy, national attitude, international
attitude and Economic attitude.

Interest for Political Participation

In all demographic variables, the statistics show a high level of interest in the
political participation; the interesting thing is that in this indicator more than

98% like to have political participatio.
Gap between the Civil society with public opinion

Nearly in all indicators the civil society had no conformance and homophony
with the public opinion; the data shows that civil society of Herat has different
ideas with public opinions, and this can be one of the characteristics of Herat
political Culture.

Difference of Bachelor's thought with other educational degrees
In the education variable, the bachelor degree follows an unexpected

regulation. In this research there is a difference between the opinion of
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bachelor degree which forms the largest number of the research, with other
educational degrees.

Sense of discrimination

Nearly all the ethnic and religious groups indicated on the existence of
discrimination in the government departments. But in contrast to others, Tajiks
among other ethnic groups and Shias in contrast to Sunnis showed a deeper
sense of discrimination.

Existence of protestant generation

The evaluation of the data shows that a small protestant generation have been
shaped among respondents. Educated respondents and civil society actors
have had protestant confront to the situations.

Elements of Political Culture of Herat
Hopelessness

The feeling of hopelessness is from the main characteristics of Herat. In this
case, Tajiks in between other ethnic groups and Shias in proportion to Sunnis
had more hopelessness. As example, in the indicator of Political trust, Tajiks
with a statistic of 178, have chosen the options of Strongly agree and Agree,
46.6% and 40% in front of the 0% disagree to this indicator. And Shias with
62% strongly agree and 28% agree had less political trust than Sunnis

Contradiction

Contradiction is another characteristic of Herat political Culture, this
contradiction exists among youth and some parts of Educated youth.

Conservativism and fear of Critics

A conservativism and fear of critics is seen in Herat society, as Herat people do
not confront with the issues that need some risks. For example, in the
assessment of government political performance indicator more than 50%, in
the indicator of Belief in religious institutions more than 65% and in the
indicator of trust in traditional institutions more than 30% had no particular
idea, in which reflect the abovementioned argument.
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Main findings
The key findings of this research is divided into two parts, sociological and

inferable findings on the political culture.

A: sociological findings

e Herat is a multiple society with majority of middle class, the study of
three variables: Education, Income and Occupation proves this.

e There are active generational, ethnic, gender, class, religious and
tradition and modernity gaps in Herat.

B: political culture findings

e The findings of political culture focus on the model of Political culture
in Herat and the elements and components affecting on this political
culture.

Model of political culture

Although the people in Herat believe in the Pariticipatory political culture, but
there are strong patterns of limited political culture in it. Therefor the political
culture of Herat is fluctuating between limited and participatory, in which the
bias is toward the participatory model of political culture.
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