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Preface

The great enemy of truth is very often not the lie—deliberate,
contrived and dishonest—but the myth—persistent, persua-
sive and repeated.

—President John F. Kennedy*

“Everyone is entitled to bis own opinion, but not bis own
Jacts.”
—Daniel Patrick Moynihan®

“The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has several dimensions—national,
political, territorial, cultural and religious,” Israeli journalist Yossi Mel-
man observed. “In the worst case scenarios drawn by Israeli analysts,
the most feared and dangerous one is that the religious aspect will
take over and dominate the conflict, thus turning it into a religious
war, which might draw the billions of Muslims around the globe
against Israel.”

Melman has proved prophetic. While there has always been a reli-
gious component to the conflict in the Middle East, the conflict was
primarily between Israel and the Arab states for at least thirty years,
hence the subtitle of this book. Today, however, the Arab-Israeli con-
flict no longer exists. Israel still has peace treaties with only two Arab
states, Egypt and Jordan; however, none of the other states considers
themselves at war with Israel. The Gulf States were never a major fac-
tor in the conflict, and for a brief period following the Oslo agree-
ment, ties became more formal. Today, those relations are less overt
but still exist. Israel’s two major Arab antagonists had been Saddam
Hussein and the Assad family. Hussein, of course, is gone, and Iraq is
too preoccupied with internal issues and threats from its neighbors
to pose a threat to Israel. Bashar Assad, meanwhile, is fighting for his
regime, and probably his life, in the Syrian civil war. Even before the
dissolution of Syria began, Assad and his father, since being routed in
the 1973 war, effectively kept the border with Israel quiet. The one
border nation that remains a threat to Israel is Lebanon, but danger
comes from the Hezbollah terrorists—radical Muslims determined to

*President John F. Kennedy, Commencement Address at Yale University (June 11,
1962).

‘Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Steven R. Weisman, Ed. Daniel Patrick Moyniban: A
Portrait in Letters of an American Visionary (PublicAffairs, October 12, 2010), 2.
“Yossi Melman, “A Price Tag for Jewish Terror,” Jerusalem Report (May 6, 2013), 18.



vi Preface

annihilate the Jews—who dominate the country rather than the virtu-
ally nonexistent government and passive army.

Israel is now threatened almost exclusively by radical Muslims from
Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon and, especially, Iran. These Muslims, as
opposed to most living in the Middle East, are not interested in a politi-
cal agreement; they seek the elimination of the Jewish state.

Meanwhile, Israel’s detractors outside the region are engaged in a
global campaign to delegitimize Israel with their anti-Semitic boycott,
divestment, and sanctions (BDS) campaign. Though often portrayed
as a human rights movement to help the Palestinians, it actually shares
the radical Muslim objective of destroying Israel.

Even the Palestinian-Israeli dispute, which has typically been re-
ferred to as a fight between two peoples over one land, has become a
primarily religious conflict. The popularity of Hamas influenced the
Islamization of the conflict with the Palestinians. Hamas cast itself
as the defender of Muslim land and the group that could liberate Pal-
estine from the Zionist usurpers. Not to be outdone, the supposedly
secular PLO leaders now use Islamic themes and rhetoric to inspire
and incite the Palestinian population.

Not all Muslims hold extreme views; however, enough believe that
a Jewish state cannot exist in the Muslim heartland, and that Jews
should never rule over Muslims, to ensure the religious conflict con-
tinues whether or not negotiations achieve political agreements.

People often ask me to name the most prevalent myth about the
Middle East. The answer is the suggestion, in one form or another, that
Israelis do not want peace.

No one craves peace more desperately than Israelis, who have lived
through seven wars and an ongoing campaign of terror for more than
six decades. Each time a new peace initiative is launched, our hopes
are raised that we will not need to publish another edition of Myths
and Facts, which was first printed more than fifty years ago. In the
meantime, old myths continue to be recycled and new calumnies in-
vented. These must not be allowed to go unanswered if we are to
progress toward coexistence.

We do not pretend that Israel is perfect. Myths and Facts pulls no
punches when it comes to addressing Israel’s responsibility for events
and policies that tarnish its image. We have no desire to whitewash
the truth, but context is needed to understand complex policies and
events. When friends criticize Israel, it is because they want the coun-
try to improve; by contrast, Israel’s detractors are only interested in
delegitimizing the country, placing a wedge between Israel and its
allies, and working toward its destruction.

This book should be treated as an introduction to the issues. We
encourage you to study different perspectives to reach your own con-
clusions. You can find the complete text of this book and much more
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information in the Jewish Virtual Library (www.JewishVirtual
Library.org). We continually update the online edition of Mytbs, ar-
chive older facts, and post material we could not fit in the book.

We anticipate offering translations online as well. For now, previ-
ous editions are available in Mandarin, Spanish, German, Portuguese,
Russian, French, Polish, Swedish, and Hebrew. In addition, we have a
listserv for weekly myths/facts and other periodic updates. To sign up,
visit the Library.

I would like to acknowledge the contributions of the distinguished
group of past editors: Sheila Segal, Wolf Blitzer, Alan Tigay, Moshe
Decter, M. J. Rosenberg, Jeff Rubin, Eric Rozenman, Lenny Davis,
and Joel Himelfarb. I would also like to thank Rafi Danziger, Rebecca
Weiner, Isaac Wolf, David Shyovitz, Alden Oreck, Elihai Braun, Sarah
Szymkowicz, Avi Hein, Joanna Sloame, Stephanie Persin, Ariel Scheib,
David Krusch, Jonathan Lord, Allison Krant, Yariv Nornberg, Jennifer
Feinberg, Elie Berman, Sybil Ottenstein, Stephanie Kogan, Zachary
Scheinerman, Brett Boren, and Jason Levine for their invaluable as-
sistance in the AICE editions.

AICE is especially grateful to the sponsors of this edition: Evelyn
and Dr. Shmuel Katz from Bal Harbour, Florida, who contributed
in loving memory of the AUSCH and KATZ family members O.B.M.
H.Y.D. who perished during the Holocaust in Europe. May their great-
ness be an inspiration to all people of good will.

“Facts are stubborn things,” observed John Adams, “and whatever
may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passion,
they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.”*

The following pages lay out the stubborn facts about the conflict
between Israel and the Arab states and radical Islam. Facts are the best
weapons we have to ensure that truth triumphs over fiction.

Mitchell G. Bard, PhD
September 2016

*John Adams, “Argument in Defense of the Soldiers in Boston Massacre Trial,” (De-
cember 1770).
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1. Israel’s Roots

The Jews have no claim to the land they call Israel.

Palestine was always an Arab country.

The Palestinians are descendants of the Canaanites.

The Palestinians have aboriginal rights to Palestine.

The Balfour Declaration did not give Jews a right to a homeland in Palestine.

Arabs in Palestine suffered because of Jewish settlement.
Zionism is racism.

The Zionists could have chosen another country besides Palestine.
The Zionists were colonialist tools of Western imperialism.
The British promised the Arabs independence in Palestine.

MYTH

The Jews have no claim to the land they call Israel.

FACT

A common misperception is that all the Jews were forced into the
Diaspora by the Romans after the destruction of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem in the year 70 CE, and then, 1,800 years later, the Jews sud-
denly returned to Palestine demanding their country back. In reality,
the Jewish people have maintained ties to their historic homeland for
more than 3,700 years.

The Jewish people base their claim to the land of Israel on at least
four premises: 1) the Jewish people settled and developed the land, 2)
the international community granted political sovereignty in Palestine
to the Jewish people, 3) the territory was captured in defensive wars,
and 4) God promised the land to the patriarch Abraham.

Even after the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, and
the beginning of the exile, Jewish life in the land of Israel continued
and often flourished. Large communities were reestablished in Jerusa-
lem and Tiberias by the ninth century. In the eleventh century, Jewish
communities grew in Rafah, Gaza, Ashkelon, Jaffa, and Caesarea. The
Crusaders massacred many Jews during the twelfth century, but the
community rebounded in the next two centuries as large numbers of
rabbis and Jewish pilgrims immigrated to Jerusalem and the Galilee.
Prominent rabbis established communities in Safed, Jerusalem, and
elsewhere during the following three hundred years.

By the early nineteenth century—years before the birth of the mod-
ern Zionist movement—more than ten thousand Jews lived through-
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2 MYTHS AND FACTS

out what is today Israel! The seventy-eight years of nation-building,
beginning in 1870, culminated in the reestablishment of the Jewish
State.

Israel’s international “birth certificate” was validated by the prom-
ise of the Bible; uninterrupted Jewish settlement from the time of
Joshua onward; the Balfour Declaration of 1917; the League of Nations
Mandate, which incorporated the Balfour Declaration; the United Na-
tions partition resolution of 1947; Israel’s admission to the UN in 1949;
the recognition of Israel by most other states; and—most of all—the
society created by Israel’s people in decades of thriving, dynamic na-
tional existence.

Nobody does Israel any service by proclaiming its “right to exist.” Is-
rael’s right to exist, like that of the United States, Saudi Arabia and
152 other states, is axiomatic and unreserved. Israel’s legitimacy is not
suspended in midair awaiting acknowledgement... There is certainly
no other state, big or small, young or old, that would consider mere
recognition of its “right to exist” a favor, or a negotiable concession.

—Abba Eban?

MYTH

Palestine was always an Arab country.

FACT

The term “Palestine” is believed to be derived from the Philistines,
an Aegean people who, in the twelfth century BCE, settled along the
Mediterranean coastal plain—now Israel and the Gaza Strip. In the
second century CE, after crushing the last Jewish revolt, the Romans
first applied the name Palaestina to Judea (the southern portion of
what is now called the West Bank) in an attempt to minimize Jewish
identification with the land of Israel. The Arabic word Filastin is de-
rived from this Latin name.*

The Hebrews entered the land of Israel about 1300 BCE, living
under a tribal confederation until being united under the first mon-
arch, King Saul. The second king, David, established Jerusalem as the
capital around 1000 BCE. David’s son, Solomon, built the Temple soon
thereafter and consolidated the military, administrative, and religious
functions of the kingdom. The nation was divided under Solomon’s
son, with the northern kingdom (Israel) lasting until 722 BCE, when
the Assyrians destroyed it, and the southern kingdom (Judah) sur-
viving until the Babylonian conquest in 586 BCE. The Jewish people
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1. Israel’s Roots 3

enjoyed brief periods of sovereignty afterward until most Jews were
finally driven from their homeland in 135 CE.

Jewish independence in the land of Israel lasted for more than four
hundred years. This is much longer than Americans have enjoyed in-
dependence in what has become known as the United States.” In fact,
if not for foreign conquerors, Israel would be more than three thou-
sand years old today.

Palestine was never an exclusively Arab country, although Arabic
gradually became the language of most of the population after the
Muslim invasions of the seventh century. No independent Arab or
Palestinian state ever existed in Palestine. When the distinguished
Arab-American historian, Princeton University professor Philip Hitti,
testified against partition before the Anglo-American Committee in
1946, he said, “There is no such thing as ‘Palestine’ in history, abso-
lutely not.”

Prior to partition, Palestinian Arabs did not view themselves as hav-
ing a separate identity. When the First Congress of Muslim-Christian
Associations met in Jerusalem in February 1919 to choose Palestinian
representatives for the Paris Peace Conference, they adopted the fol-
lowing resolution:

We consider Palestine as part of Arab Syria, as it has never
been separated from it at any time. We are connected with it
by national, religious, linguistic, natural, economic, and geo-
graphical bonds.®

Similarly, the King-Crane commission found that Christian and
Muslim Arabs opposed any plan to create a country called “Palestine,”
because it was viewed as recognition of Zionist claims.” In 1937, a
local Arab leader, Auni Bey Abdul Hadi, told the Peel Commission,
which ultimately suggested the partition of Palestine: “There is no
such country as Palestine! ‘Palestine’ is a term the Zionists invented!
There is no Palestine in the Bible. Our country was for centuries part
of Syria.”®

The representative of the Arab Higher Committee to the United Na-
tions echoed this view in a statement to the General Assembly in May
1947, which said Palestine was part of the Province of Syria and the
Arabs of Palestine did not comprise a separate political entity. A few
years later, Ahmed Shugqeiri, later the chairman of the PLO, told the
Security Council: “It is common knowledge that Palestine is nothing
but southern Syria.”

Palestinian Arab nationalism is largely a post-World War I phenom-
enon that did not become a significant political movement until after
the 1967 Six-Day War. Today, the Palestinian people have international
recognition and claim the rights to self-determination, independence,
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4 MYTHS AND FACTS

and territory. “Urgently required is a peaceful process that respects
the dignity of both peoples,” wrote Allen Hertz, a former Canadian
government official, “and [that] effects a reconciliation of the subse-
quent rights of the newly emerged Palestinian people with the prior
rights of the ancient Jewish people.””

MYTH

The Palestinians are descendants of the Canaanites.

FACT

Palestinian claims to be related to the Canaanites are a recent phenom-
enon and contrary to historical evidence. The Canaanites disappeared
three millennia ago, and no one knows if any of their descendants
survived or, if they did, who they would be.

Over the last two thousand years, there have been massive inva-
sions (e.g., the Crusades), migrations, the plague, and other manmade
or natural disasters that killed off most of the local people. The entire
local population has been replaced many times over. During the Brit-
ish Mandate alone, more than one hundred thousand Arabs emigrated
from neighboring countries and are today considered Palestinians.

Sherif Hussein, the guardian of the Islamic Holy Places in Arabia,
said the Palestinians’ ancestors had only been in the area for one thou-
sand years. Even the Palestinians themselves have acknowledged
their association with the region came long after the Jews. In testi-
mony before the Anglo-American Committee in 1946, for example,
they claimed a connection to Palestine of more than one thousand
years, dating back no further than the conquest of Muhammad’s fol-
lowers in the seventh century.'?

By contrast, no serious historian questions the more than three-
thousand-year-old Jewish connection to the land of Israel, or the mod-
ern Jewish people’s relation to the ancient Hebrews.

We know that some of those who live in our villages are Jews who
converted to Islam after the Muslim conquests beginning in the 7th
century, and most of us are the descendants of foreign workers who
came to British Mandate of Palestine from the various Arab countries in
the wake of the Zionist enterprise. By trying to trace our “ancestry” to
the Canaanites, we lie to ourselves and demonstrate our silliness and
self-deception to the world. And when we try to claim that Jesus was a
Palestinian, we make ourselves an international laughing stock.

—Bassam Tawil®
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MYTH

The Palestinians have aboriginal rights to Palestine.

FACT
The Jews are often depicted by Israel’s detractors as newcomers to
“Palestine” who are displacing the aboriginal Arab people. The truth
is quite different, however, as it is the Jews who are the aboriginal
tribe based on their presence in the Holy Land for more than two
thousand years. Of all the people who lived in the area at that time,
such as Phoenicians, Moabites, Philistines, only the Jews remain today.
The Arabs, however, are not native to “Palestine”; they are aborigi-
nal to Arabia. “Judaism, the Hebrew language, and the Jewish people
were established in the Holy Land for about a thousand years” before
the emergence of Islam. It is “the Arab people,” who are “the interlop-
ing settler[s] populating [the Holy Land], including newer waves of
Arab immigration in the 19th and 20th centuries.”*

MYTH

The Balfour Declaration did not give Jews the
right to a homeland in Palestine.

FACT

On November 2, 1917, Britain issued the Balfour Declaration:

His Majesty’s Government views with favour the establish-
ment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people,
and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achieve-
ment of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or
the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other
country.

Emir Faisal, son of Sherif Hussein, the leader of the Arab revolt
against the Turks, signed an agreement with Chaim Weizmann and
other Zionist leaders during the 1919 Paris Peace Conference support-
ing the implementation of Balfour. It acknowledged the “racial kin-
ship and ancient bonds existing between the Arabs and the Jewish
people” and concluded that “the surest means of working out the con-
summation of their national aspirations is through the closest possible
collaboration in the development of the Arab states and Palestine.”
Furthermore, the agreement called for all necessary measures “ . . . to
encourage and stimulate immigration of Jews into Palestine on a large
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6 MYTHS AND FACTS

scale, and as quickly as possible to settle Jewish immigrants upon the
land through closer settlement and intensive cultivation of the soil.”>

Faisal had conditioned his acceptance of the Balfour Declaration
on the fulfillment of British wartime promises of independence to the
Arabs. These were not kept.

Critics dismiss the Weizmann-Faisal agreement because it was
never enacted; however, the fact that the leader of the Arab nationalist
movement and the Zionist movement could reach an understanding is
significant because it demonstrated that Jewish and Arab aspirations
were not necessarily mutually exclusive.

The international community accepted the Balfour Declaration, as
evident from its inclusion in the Mandate for Palestine, which specifi-
cally referred to “the historical connections of the Jewish people with
Palestine” and to the moral validity of “reconstituting their National
Home in that country.” The term “reconstituting” shows recognition
of the fact that Palestine had been the Jews’ home. Furthermore, the
British were instructed to “use their best endeavours to facilitate” Jew-
ish immigration, to encourage settlement on the land, and to “secure”
the Jewish National Home. The word “Arab” does not appear in the
Mandatory award .

The Mandate was formalized by the fifty-two governments at the
League of Nations on July 24, 1922.

MYTH

Arabs in Palestine suffered because of Jewish settlement.

FACT
For many centuries, Palestine was a sparsely populated, poorly culti-
vated, and widely neglected expanse of eroded hills, sandy deserts,
and malarial marshes. As late as 1880, the American consul in Jerusa-
lem reported the area was continuing its historic decline. “The popu-
lation and wealth of Palestine has not increased during the last forty
years,” he said."”

The Report of the Palestine Royal Commission quotes an account
of the Maritime Plain in 1913:

The road leading from Gaza to the north was only a sum-
mer track suitable for transport by camels and carts . . . no
orange groves, orchards or vineyards were to be seen until
one reached [the Jewish village of] Yabna [Yavne . . . Houses
were all of mud. No windows were anywhere to be
seen . . . The ploughs used were of wood . . . The yields were
very poor . . . The sanitary conditions in the village were hor-
rible. Schools did not exist . . . The western part, towards the
sea, was almost a desert . . . The villages in this area were
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1. Israel’s Roots 7

few and thinly populated. Many ruins of villages were scat-
tered over the area, as owing to the prevalence of malaria,
many villages were deserted by their inhabitants.’®

Surprisingly, many people who were not sympathetic to the Zionist
cause believed the Jews would improve the condition of Palestinian
Arabs. For example, Dawood Barakat, editor of the Egyptian paper
Al-Abram, wrote: “It is absolutely necessary that an entente be made
between the Zionists and Arabs, because the war of words can only
do evil. The Zionists are necessary for the country: The money which
they will bring, their knowledge and intelligence, and the industrious-
ness which characterizes them will contribute without doubt to the
regeneration of the country.””

Even a leading Arab nationalist believed the return of the Jews
to their homeland would help resuscitate the country. According to
Sherif Hussein, the guardian of the Islamic Holy Places in Arabia:

The resources of the country are still virgin soil and will be
developed by the Jewish immigrants. One of the most amaz-
ing things until recent times was that the Palestinian used to
leave his country, wandering over the high seas in every di-
rection. His native soil could not retain a hold on him, though
his ancestors had lived on it for 1000 years. At the same time,
we have seen the Jews from foreign countries streaming to
Palestine from Russia, Germany, Austria, Spain, [and] Amer-
ica. The cause of causes could not escape those who had a
gift of deeper insight. They knew that the country was for
its original sons (abna’ibi-l-asliyin), for all their differences,
a sacred and beloved homeland. The return of these exiles
(jaliya) to their homeland will prove materially and spiritu-
ally [to be] an experimental school for their brethren who
are with them in the fields, factories, trades and in all things
connected with toil and labor.*

As Hussein foresaw, the regeneration of Palestine, and the growth
of its population, came only after Jews returned in massive numbers.

A desolate country whose soil is rich enough, but is given over wholly to
weeds—a silent mournful expanse . .. A desolation is here that not even
imagination can grace with the pomp of life and action ... We never
saw a human being on the whole route ... There was hardly a tree or a
shrub anywhere. Even the olive and the cactus, those fast friends of the
worthless soil, had almost deserted the country.

—Mark Twain'’s description of Palestine in 1867%
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8 MYTHS AND FACTS

MYTH

Zionism is racism.

FACT
In 1975, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution slandering
Zionism by equating it with racism. Zionism is the national libera-
tion movement of the Jewish people, which holds that Jews, like any
other nation, are entitled to self-determination in their homeland—
Israel.

Zionism recognizes that Jewishness is defined by shared origin, re-
ligion, culture, and history. The realization of the Zionist dream is ex-
emplified by more than six million Jews, from more than one hundred
countries, who are Israeli citizens.

Israel’s Law of Return grants automatic citizenship to Jews, but
non-Jews are also eligible to become citizens under naturalization pro-
cedures similar to those in other countries. For example, Germany,
Greece, Ireland, and Finland have special categories of people who
are entitled to citizenship.

More than one million Muslim and Christian Arabs, Druze, Baha'is,
Circassians, and other ethnic groups also are represented in Israel’s
population. The presence in Israel of thousands of Jews “of color”
from Ethiopia, Yemen, and India is the best refutation of the calumny
against Zionism.

Zionism does not discriminate against anyone. Israel’s open and
democratic character, and its scrupulous protection of the religious
and political rights of Christians and Muslims, rebuts the charge of ex-
clusivity. Moreover, anyone—Jew or non-Jew, Israeli, American, Chi-
nese, black, white, or purple—can be a Zionist.

By contrast, the Arab states define citizenship strictly by native
parentage. It is almost impossible to become a naturalized citizen in
Arab states such as Algeria, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. Several Arab
nations have laws that facilitate the naturalization of foreign Arabs,
with the specific exception of Palestinians. Jordan, on the other hand,
instituted its own “law of return” in 1954, according citizenship to all
former residents of Palestine, except for Jews and Gazans.? In 2004,
however, Jordan began revoking the citizenship of Palestinians who
lacked Israeli permits to reside in the West Bank.?

The 1975 UN resolution was part of the Soviet-Arab Cold War anti-
Israel campaign. Almost all the former non-Arab supporters of the
resolution have apologized and changed their positions. When the
General Assembly voted to repeal the resolution in 1991, only some
Arab and Muslim states, as well as Cuba, North Korea, and Vietnam
were opposed.
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For the first time in history, thousands of black people are being brought
to a country not in chains but in dignity, not as slaves but as citizens.

—William Safire writing after “Operation Moses”
rescued black Jews from Ethiopia2*

MYTH

The Zionists could have chosen another country besides Palestine.

FACT

In the late nineteenth century, the rise of anti-Semitism led to a resur-
gence of pogroms in Russia and Eastern Europe, shattering promises
of equality and tolerance. This stimulated Jewish immigration to Pal-
estine from Europe.

Simultaneously, a wave of Jews immigrated to Palestine from
Yemen, Morocco, Irag, and Turkey. These Jews were unaware of The-
odor Herzl’s political Zionism or of European pogroms. They were mo-
tivated by the centuries-old dream of the “Return to Zion” and a fear of
intolerance. Upon hearing that the gates of Palestine were open, they
braved the hardships of travel and went to the land of Israel.

The Zionist ideal of a return to Israel has profound religious roots.
Many Jewish prayers speak of Jerusalem, Zion, and the land of Israel.
The injunction not to forget Jerusalem, the site of the Temple, is a
major tenet of Judaism. The Hebrew language, the Torah, laws in the
Talmud, the Jewish calendar, and Jewish holidays and festivals all orig-
inated in Israel and revolve around its seasons and conditions. Jews
pray toward Jerusalem and every Passover recite the words “next year
in Jerusalem.” Jewish religion, culture, and history make clear that it is
only in the land of Israel that the Jewish commonwealth can be built.

In 1897, Jewish leaders formally organized the Zionist political
movement, calling for the restoration of the Jewish national home in
Palestine, where Jews could find sanctuary and self-determination,
and work for the renascence of their civilization and culture.

Due to the urgency of the plight of Jews in Russia, at the Sixth
Zionist Congress at Basel on August 26, 1903, Herzl proposed the cre-
ation of a Jewish state in Uganda as a temporary emergency refuge.
While Herzl made it clear that this program would not affect the ulti-
mate aim of Zionism, a Jewish entity in the land of Israel, the proposal
aroused a storm of protest at the congress and nearly led to a split in
the Zionist movement. The Uganda Program, which never had much
support, was formally rejected by the Zionist movement at the Sev-
enth Zionist Congress in 1905.
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10 MYTHS AND FACTS

Our settlers do not come here as do the colonists from the Occident to
have natives do their work for them; they themselves set their shoulders
to the plow and they spend their strength and their blood to make the
land fruitful. But it is not only for ourselves that we desire its fertility. The
Jewish farmers have begun to teach their brothers, the Arab farmers,
to cultivate the land more intensively; we desire to teach them further:
together with them we want to cultivate the land—to “serve” it, as the
Hebrew has it. The more fertile this soil becomes, the more space there
will be for us and for them. We have no desire to dispossess them: we
want to live with them.

—Martin Buber?s

MYTH

The Zionists were colonialist tools of Western imperialism.

FACT

“Colonialism means living by exploiting others,” Yehoshafat Harkabi
has written. “But what could be further from colonialism than the ide-
alism of city-dwelling Jews who strive to become farmers and laborers
and to live by their own work?”2

Moreover, as British historian Paul Johnson noted, Zionists were
hardly tools of imperialists given the powers’ general opposition to
their cause. “Everywhere in the West, the foreign offices, defense min-
istries and big business were against the Zionists.”*

Emir Faisal saw the Zionist movement as a companion to the Arab
nationalist movement, fighting against imperialism, as he explained
in a letter to Harvard law professor and future Supreme Court Justice
Felix Frankfurter on March 3, 1919, one day after Chaim Weizmann
presented the Zionist case to the Paris conference. Faisal wrote:

The Arabs, especially the educated among us, look with deep-
est sympathy on the Zionist movement . . . We will wish the
Jews a hearty welcome home . . . We are working together
for a reformed and revised Near East and our two movements
complete one another. The Jewish movement is nationalist
and not imperialist. And there is room in Syria for us both.
Indeed, I think that neither can be a real success without the
other (emphasis added).*®

In the 1940s, the Jewish underground movements waged an an-
ticolonial war against the British. The Arabs, meanwhile, were con-
cerned primarily with fighting the Jews rather than expelling the
British imperialists.
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MYTH

The British promised the Arabs independence in Palestine.

FACT

The central figure in the Arab nationalist movement at the time of
World War I was Hussein ibn ‘Ali, the Sherif of Mecca in 1908. As
Sherif, Hussein was responsible for the custody of Islam’s shrines in
the Hejaz and was one of the Muslims’ spiritual leaders.

In July 1915, Hussein sent a letter to Sir Henry MacMahon, the High
Commissioner for Egypt, informing him of the terms for Arab partici-
pation in the war against the Turks. The letters between Hussein and
MacMahon that followed outlined the areas that Britain was prepared
to cede to the Arabs in exchange for their help.

The Hussein-MacMahon correspondence conspicuously fails to
mention Palestine. The British argued the omission had been inten-
tional, thereby justifying their refusal to grant the Arabs indepen-
dence in Palestine after the war.”> MacMahon explained:

I feel it my duty to state, and I do so definitely and emphati-
cally, that it was not intended by me in giving this pledge to
King Hussein to include Palestine in the area in which Arab
independence was promised. I also had every reason to be-
lieve at the time that the fact that Palestine was not included
in my pledge was well understood by King Hussein.**
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2. The British Mandate Period

The British helped the Jews displace the native Arab population
of Palestine.

The British allowed Jews to flood Palestine while Arab immigration was
tightly controlled.

The British changed their policy after World War II to allow Holocaust
survivors to settle in Palestine.

As the Jewish population in Palestine grew, the plight of the Palestinian
Arabs worsened.

Jews stole Arab land.

The British helped the Palestinians to live peacefully with the Jews.

The Mufti was not anti-Semitic.

The bombing of the King David Hotel was part of a deliberate terror
campaign against civilians.

MYTH

The British helped the Jews displace the
native Arab population of Palestine.

FACT

Herbert Samuel, a British Jew who served as the first High Commis-
sioner of Palestine, placed restrictions on Jewish immigration “in the
‘interests of the present population’ and the ‘absorptive capacity’ of
the country.” The influx of Jewish settlers was said to be forcing the
Arab fellahin (native peasants) from their land. This was at a time
when less than a million people lived in an area that now supports
more than nine million.

The British actually limited the absorptive capacity of Palestine
when, in 1921, Colonial Secretary Winston Churchill severed nearly
four-fifths of Palestine—some thirty-five thousand square miles—to
create a brand new Arab entity, Transjordan. As a consolation prize
for the Hejaz and Arabia (which are both now Saudi Arabia) going to
the Saud family, Churchill rewarded Sherif Hussein’s son Abdullah for
his contribution to the war against Turkey by installing him as Trans-
jordan’s emir.

The British went further and placed restrictions on Jewish land
purchases in what remained of Palestine, contradicting the provision
of the Mandate (Article 6) stating that “the Administration of Pales-
tine . . . shall encourage, in cooperation with the Jewish Agency . ..
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close settlement by Jews on the land, including State lands and waste
lands not acquired for public purposes.” By 1949, the British had allot-
ted 87,500 acres of the 187,500 acres of cultivable land to Arabs and
only 4,250 acres (2 percent) to Jews.?

Ultimately, the British admitted that the argument about the ab-
sorptive capacity of the country was specious. The Peel Commission
said, “The heavy immigration in the years 1933-36 would seem to
show that the Jews have been able to enlarge the absorptive capacity
of the country for Jews.”*

MYTH

The British allowed Jews to flood Palestine while
Arab immigration was tightly controlled.

FACT

The British response to Jewish immigration set a precedent of appeas-
ing the Arabs, which was followed for the duration of the Mandate.
The British placed restrictions on Jewish immigration while allowing
Arabs to enter the country freely. Apparently, London did not feel that
a flood of Arab immigrants would affect the country’s “absorptive ca-
pacity.”

During World War I, the Jewish population in Palestine declined
because of the war, famine, disease, and expulsion by the Turks. In
1915, approximately 83,000 Jews lived in Palestine among 590,000
Muslim and Christian Arabs. According to the 1922 census, the Jewish
population was 84,000, while the Arabs numbered 643,000. Thus,
the Arab population grew exponentially while that of the Jews stag-
nated.

In the mid-1920s, Jewish immigration to Palestine increased pri-
marily because of anti-Jewish economic legislation in Poland and
Washington’s imposition of restrictive quotas.

The record number of immigrants in 1935 (see table) was a re-
sponse to the growing persecution of Jews in Nazi Germany. The Brit-
ish administration considered this number too large, however, so the
Jewish Agency was informed that less than one-third of the quota it
asked for would be approved in 1936.°

The British gave in further to Arab demands by announcing in the
1939 White Paper that an independent Arab state would be created
within ten years, and that Jewish immigration was to be limited to
seventy-five thousand for the next five years, after which it was to
cease altogether. It also forbade land sales to Jews in 95 percent of
the territory of Palestine. The Arabs, nevertheless, rejected the pro-
posal.
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Jewish Immigrants to Palestine’

1919 1,806 1931 4,075
1920 8,223 1932 12,533
1921 8,294 1933 By o
1922 8,685 1934 45,267
1923 8,175 1935 66,472
1924 13,892 1936 29,595
1925 34,386 1937 10,629
1926 13,855 1938 14,675
1927 3,034 1939 31,195
1928 2,178 1940 10,643
1929 5249 1941 4,592
1930 4,944

By contrast, throughout the Mandatory period, Arab immigration
was unrestricted. In 1930, the Hope Simpson Commission, sent from
London to investigate the 1929 Arab riots, said the British practice of
ignoring the uncontrolled illegal Arab immigration from Egypt, Trans-
jordan, and Syria had the effect of displacing the prospective Jewish
immigrants.®

The British governor of the Sinai from 1922 to 1936 observed, “This
illegal immigration was not only going on from the Sinai, but also from
Transjordan and Syria, and it is very difficult to make a case out for the
misery of the Arabs if at the same time their compatriots from adjoin-
ing states could not be kept from going in to share that misery.””

The Peel Commission reported in 1937 that the “shortfall of land
is . . . due less to the amount of land acquired by Jews than to the in-
crease in the Arab population.”

MYTH

The British changed their policy after World War II to
allow Holocaust survivors to settle in Palestine.

FACT

The gates of Palestine remained closed for the duration of the war,
stranding hundreds of thousands of Jews in Europe, many of whom
became victims of Hitler’s “Final Solution.” After the war, the British
refused to allow the survivors of the Nazi nightmare to find sanctuary
in Palestine. On June 6, 1946, President Truman urged the British gov-
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The Balfour Declaration
Britain's Promise to the Jews
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ernment to relieve the suffering of the Jews confined to displaced per-
sons camps in Europe by immediately accepting a hundred thousand
Jewish immigrants. Britain’s foreign minister Ernest Bevin replied sar-
castically that the United States wanted displaced Jews to immigrate
to Palestine “because they did not want too many of them in New
York."™

Some Jews reached Palestine, many smuggled in on dilapidated
ships organized by the Haganah. Between August 1945 and the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel in May 1948, sixty-five “illegal” immi-
grant ships, carrying 69,878 people, arrived from European shores. In
August 1946, however, the British began to intern those they caught in
camps on Cyprus. Approximately fifty thousand people were detained
in the camps, twenty-eight thousand of whom were still imprisoned
when Israel declared independence.’?

MYTH

As the Jewish population in Palestine grew, the
Dlight of the Palestinian Arabs worsened.

FACT
In July 1921, Hasan Shukri, the mayor of Haifa and president of the
Muslim National Associations, sent a telegram to the British govern-
ment in reaction to a delegation of Palestinians that went to London
to try to stop the implementation of the Balfour Declaration. Shukri
wrote:

We are certain that without Jewish immigration and financial
assistance there will be no future development of our coun-
try as may be judged from the fact that the towns inhabited
in part by Jews such as Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa, and Tiberias
are making steady progress while Nablus, Acre, and Nazareth
where no Jews reside are steadily declining."®

The Jewish population increased by 470,000 between World War [
and World War II, while the non-Jewish population rose by 588,000.1*
In fact, the permanent Arab population increased 120 percent be-
tween 1922 and 1947.°

This rapid growth of the Arab population was a result of several
factors. One was immigration from neighboring states—constituting
37 percent of the total immigration to prestate Israel—by Arabs who
wanted to take advantage of the higher standard of living the Jews had
made possible.® The Arab population also grew because of the im-
proved living conditions created by the Jews as they drained malarial
swamps and brought improved sanitation and health care to the re-
gion. Thus, for example, the Muslim infant mortality rate fell from 201
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per thousand in 1925 to ninety-four per thousand in 1945, and life ex-
pectancy rose from thirty-seven years in 1926 to forty-nine in 1943

The Arab population increased the most in cities where large Jew-
ish populations had created new economic opportunities. From 1922-
1947, the non-Jewish population increased 290 percent in Haifa, 131
percent in Jerusalem, and 158 percent in Jaffa. The growth in Arab
towns was more modest: 42 percent in Nablus, 78 percent in Jenin,
and 37 percent in Bethlehem.™®

MYTH
Jews stole Arab land.

FACT

Despite the growth in their population, the Arabs continued to assert
they were being displaced. From the beginning of World War I, how-
ever, part of Palestine’s land was owned by absentee landlords who
lived in Cairo, Damascus, and Beirut. About 80 percent of the Pales-
tinian Arabs were debt-ridden peasants, seminomads, and Bedouins.””

Jews actually went out of their way to avoid purchasing land in
areas where Arabs might be displaced. They sought land that was
largely uncultivated, swampy, cheap, and—most important—without
tenants. In 1920, Labor Zionist leader David Ben-Gurion expressed his
concern about the Arab fellabin, whom he viewed as “the most im-
portant asset of the native population.” Ben-Gurion said “under no
circumstances must we touch land belonging to fellabs or worked
by them.” He advocated helping liberate them from their oppressors.
“Only if a fellab leaves his place of settlement,” Ben-Gurion added,
“should we offer to buy his land, at an appropriate price.”*"

It was only after the Jews had bought all of the available unculti-
vated land that they began to purchase cultivated land. Many Arabs
were willing to sell because of the migration to coastal towns and
because they needed money to invest in the citrus industry.?!

When John Hope Simpson arrived in Palestine in May 1930, he ob-
served, “They [the Jews] paid high prices for the land and, in addition,
they paid to certain of the occupants of those lands a considerable
amount of money which they were not legally bound to pay.”**

In 1931, Lewis French conducted a survey of landlessness for the
British government and offered new plots to any Arabs who had been
“dispossessed.” British officials received more than three thousand
applications, of which 80 percent were ruled invalid by the govern-
ment’s legal adviser because the applicants were not landless Arabs.
This left only about six hundred landless Arabs, one hundred of whom
accepted the government land offer.*

In April 1936, a new outbreak of Arab attacks on Jews was instigated
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by local Palestinian leaders who were later joined by Arab volunteers
led by a Syrian guerrilla named Fawzi al-Qawukji, the commander of
the Arab Liberation Army. By November, when the British finally sent
a new commission headed by Lord Peel to investigate, eighty-nine
Jews had been killed and more than three hundred wounded.*

The Peel Commission’s report found that Arab complaints about
Jewish land acquisition were baseless. It pointed out that “much of
the land now carrying orange groves was sand dunes or swamp and
uncultivated when it was purchased . . . [TThere was at the time of
the earlier sales little evidence that the owners possessed either the
resources or training needed to develop the land.”” Moreover, the
Commission found the shortage was “due less to the amount of land
acquired by Jews than to the increase in the Arab population.” The re-
port concluded that the presence of Jews in Palestine, along with the
work of the British administration, had resulted in higher wages, an
improved standard of living, and ample employment opportunities.?

It is made quite clear to all, both by the map drawn up by the Simpson
Commission and by another compiled by the Peel Commission, that the
Arabs are as prodigal in selling their land as they are in useless wailing
and weeping (emphasis in the original).

—Transjordan’s King Abdullah?’

Even at the height of the Arab revolt in 1938 (which began in April
1936 with the murder of two Jews by Arabs and the subsequent mur-
der of two Arab workers by members of the Jewish underground®),
the British high commissioner to Palestine believed the Arab landown-
ers were complaining about sales to Jews to drive up prices for lands
they wished to sell. Many Arab landowners had been so terrorized by
Arab rebels they decided to leave Palestine and sell their property to
the Jews.2

The Jews were paying exorbitant prices to wealthy landowners
for small tracts of arid land. “In 1944, Jews paid between $1,000 and
$1,100 per acre in Palestine, mostly for arid or semiarid land; in the
same year, rich black soil in lowa was selling for about $110 per acre.”*

By 1947, Jewish holdings in Palestine amounted to about 463,000
acres. Approximately forty-five thousand of these acres were acquired
from the mandatory government, thirty thousand were bought from
various churches, and 387,500 were purchased from Arabs. Analyses
of land purchases from 1880 to 1948 show that 73 percent of Jew-
ish plots were purchased from large landowners, not poor fellabin.*
Those who sold land included the mayors of Gaza, Jerusalem, and
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Jaffa. As’ad el-Shugqeiri, a Muslim religious scholar and father of Pales-
tine Liberation Organization chairman Ahmed Shugeiri, took Jewish
money for his land. Even King Abdullah leased land to the Jews. In
fact, many leaders of the Arab nationalist movement, including mem-
bers of the Muslim Supreme Council, sold land to Jews. *

MYTH

The British helped the Palestinians to
live peacefully with the Jews.

FACT

In 1921, Haj Amin el-Husseini first began to organize fedayeen (“one
who sacrifices himself”) to terrorize Jews. Haj Amin hoped to dupli-
cate the success of Kemal Atatiirk in Turkey by driving the Jews out
of Palestine just as Kemal had driven the invading Greeks from his
country.®** Arab radicals were able to gain influence because the Brit-
ish administration was unwilling to take effective action against them
until they began a revolt against British rule.

Colonel Richard Meinertzhagen, former head of British military in-
telligence in Cairo, and later chief political officer for Palestine and
Syria, wrote in his diary that British officials “incline towards the ex-
clusion of Zionism in Palestine.” In fact, the British encouraged the
Palestinians to attack the Jews. According to Meinertzhagen, Col. Ber-
tie Harry Waters-Taylor (financial adviser to the military administra-
tion in Palestine 1919-23) met with Haj Amin a few days before Easter,
in 1920, and told him that “he had a great opportunity at Easter to
show the world . . . that Zionism was unpopular not only with the Pal-
estine administration but in Whitehall.” He added that “if disturbances
of sufficient violence occurred in Jerusalem at Easter, both General
[Louis] Bols [chief administrator in Palestine, 1919-20] and General
[Edmund] Allenby [commander of the Egyptian force, 1917-19, then
high commissioner of Egypt] would advocate the abandonment of the
Jewish Home. Waters-Taylor explained that freedom could only be at-
tained through violence.”*

Haj Amin took the colonel’s advice and instigated a riot. The British
withdrew their troops and the Jewish police from Jerusalem, allow-
ing the Arab mob to attack Jews and loot their shops. Because of Haj
Amin’s overt role in instigating the pogrom, the British decided to ar-
rest him. Haj Amin escaped, however, and was sentenced to ten years
imprisonment in absentia.

A year later, some British Arabists convinced High Commissioner
Herbert Samuel to pardon Haj Amin and to appoint him Mufti (a cleric
in charge of Jerusalem’s Islamic holy places). By contrast, Vladimir
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Jabotinsky and several of his followers, who had formed a Jewish de-
fense organization during the unrest, were sentenced to fifteen years’
imprisonment but released a few months later.”

Samuel met with Haj Amin on April 11, 1921, and was assured “that
the influences of his family and himself would be devoted to tranquil-
ity.” Three weeks later, riots in Jaffa and elsewhere left forty-three
Jews dead.*®

Haj Amin consolidated his power and took control of all Muslim
religious funds in Palestine. He used his authority to gain control over
the mosques, the schools, and the courts. No Arab could reach an
influential position without being loyal to the Mufti. His power was
so absolute “no Muslim in Palestine could be born or die without
being beholden to Haj Amin.”*” The Mufti’s henchmen also ensured he
would have no opposition by systematically killing Palestinians from
rival clans who were discussing cooperation with the Jews.

As the spokesman for Palestinian Arabs, Haj Amin did not ask
that Britain grant them independence. On the contrary, in a letter to
Churchill in 1921, he demanded that Palestine be reunited with Syria
and Transjordan.*®

The Arabs found rioting to be an effective political tool because
of the lax British response toward violence against Jews. In handling
each riot, the British prevented Jews from protecting themselves, but
made little or no effort to prevent the Arabs from attacking them.
After each outbreak, a British commission of inquiry would try to es-
tablish the cause of the violence. The conclusion was always the same:
The Arabs were afraid of being displaced by Jews. To stop the riot-
ing, the commissions would recommend that restrictions be placed
on Jewish immigration. Thus, the Arabs came to recognize that they
could always stop the influx of Jews by staging a riot.

This cycle began after a series of riots in May 1921. After failing to
protect the Jewish community from Arab mobs, the British appointed
the Haycraft Commission to investigate the cause of the violence. Al-
though the panel concluded the Arabs had been the aggressors, it ra-
tionalized the cause of the attack: “The fundamental cause of the riots
was a feeling among the Arabs of discontent with, and hostility to, the
Jews, due to political and economic causes, and connected with Jew-
ish immigration, and with their conception of Zionist policy.”** One
consequence of the violence was the institution of a temporary ban
on Jewish immigration.

The Arab fear of being “displaced” or “dominated” was used as
an excuse for their merciless attacks on peaceful Jewish settlers.
Note, too, that these riots were not inspired by nationalistic fervor—
nationalists would have rebelled against their British overlords—they
were motivated by racial strife, the radical Islamic views of the Mufti,
and misunderstanding.
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In 1929, Arab provocateurs succeeded in convincing the masses
that the Jews had designs on the Temple Mount (a tactic still used
today). A Jewish religious observance at the Western Wall, which
forms a part of the Temple Mount, served as a pretext for rioting by
Arabs against Jews, which spilled out of Jerusalem into other villages
and towns, including Safed and Hebron.

Again, the British administration made no effort to prevent the vio-
lence and, after it began, the British did nothing to protect the Jew-
ish population. After six days of mayhem, the British finally brought
troops in to quell the disturbance. By this time, virtually the entire
Jewish population of Hebron had fled or been killed. In all, 133 Jews
were killed and 399 wounded in the pogroms.*

After the riots were over, the British ordered an investigation,
which resulted in the Passfield White Paper. It said the “immigration,
land purchase and settlement policies of the Zionist Organization
were already, or were likely to become, prejudicial to Arab interests. It
understood the mandatory government’s obligation to the non-Jewish
community to mean that Palestine’s resources must be primarily re-
served for the growing Arab economy.”! This meant it was necessary
to place restrictions on Jewish immigration and land purchases.

MYTH

The Mufti was not anti-Semitic.

FACT

In 1941, Haj Amin al-Husseini, the Mufti of Jerusalem, fled to Germany
and met with Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, Joachim Von Ribben-
trop, and other Nazi leaders. He wanted to persuade them to extend
the Nazis’ anti-Jewish program to the Arab world.

The Mufti sent Hitler fifteen drafts of declarations he wanted Ger-
many and Italy to make concerning the Middle East. One called on the
two countries to declare the illegality of the Jewish home in Palestine.
He also asked the Axis powers to “accord to Palestine and to other
Arab countries the right to solve the problem of the Jewish elements
in Palestine and other Arab countries in accordance with the interest
of the Arabs, and by the same method that the question is now being
settled in the Axis countries.”#

In November 1941, the Mufti met with Hitler, who told him the
Jews were his foremost enemy. The Nazi dictator rebuffed the Mufti’s
requests for a declaration in support of the Arabs, however, telling
him the time was not right. The Mufti offered Hitler his “thanks for
the sympathy which he had always shown for the Arab and espe-
cially Palestinian cause, and to which he had given clear expression
in his public speeches . . . The Arabs were Germany’s natural friends
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because they had the same enemies as had Germany, namely . . . the
Jews.” Hitler told the Mufti he opposed the creation of a Jewish state
and that Germany’s objective was the destruction of the Jewish ele-
ment residing in the Arab sphere.*®

In 1945, Yugoslavia sought to indict the Mufti as a war criminal
for his role in recruiting twenty thousand Muslim volunteers for the
SS, who participated in the killing of Jews in Croatia and Hungary.
He escaped from French detention in 1946, however, and continued
his fight against the Jews from Cairo and later Beirut where he died
in 1974.

MYTH

The bombing of the King David Hotel was part of a
deliberate terror campaign against civilians.

FACT

British troops seized the Jewish Agency compound on June 29, 1946,
and confiscated large quantities of documents. At about the same
time, more than twenty-five hundred Jews from all over Palestine were
placed under arrest. A week later, news of a massacre of forty Jews in
a pogrom in Poland reminded the Jews of Palestine how Britain’s re-
strictive immigration policy had condemned thousands to death.

As a response to what it viewed as British provocations, and a desire
to demonstrate that the Jews’ spirit could not be broken, the United
Resistance Movement planned to target the King David Hotel, which
housed the British military command and the Criminal Investigation
Division in addition to hotel guests. The Haganah pulled out of the
plot and left it to the Irgun to carry out the action.

Irgun leader Menachem Begin stressed his desire to avoid civilian
casualties and the plan was to warn the British so they would evacu-
ate the building before it was blown up. Three telephone calls were
placed on July 22, 1946, one to the hotel, another to the French Con-
sulate, and a third to the Palestine Post, warning that explosives in the
King David Hotel would soon be detonated.

The call into the hotel was apparently received and ignored. Begin
quotes one British official who supposedly refused to evacuate the
building, saying, “We don’t take orders from the Jews.”** As a result,
when the bombs exploded, the casualty toll was high: a total of ninety-
one killed and forty-five injured. Among the casualties were fifteen
Jews. Few people in the hotel proper were injured by the blast.

For decades, the British denied they had been warned. In 1979,
however, a member of the British Parliament introduced evidence that
the Irgun had indeed issued the warning. He offered the testimony
of a British officer who heard other officers in the King David Hotel
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bar joking about a Zionist threat to the headquarters. The officer who
overheard the conversation immediately left the hotel and survived.‘

In contrast to Arab attacks against Jews, which were widely hailed

by Arab leaders as heroic actions, the Jewish National Council de-
nounced the bombing of the King David.*
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3. Partition

The United Nations unjustly partitioned Palestine.
The partition plan gave the Jews most of the land, including all the
fertile areas.

Israel usurped all of Palestine in 1948.

Prior to 1948, the Palestinian Arabs were never offered a state.

The majority of the population in Palestine was Arab; therefore, a unitary
Arab state should have been created.

The Arabs were prepared to compromise to avoid bloodshed.

MYTH
The United Nations unjustly partitioned Palestine.

FACT

As World War II ended, the magnitude of the Holocaust became
known. This accelerated demands for a resolution to the question of
Palestine so the Displaced Persons, survivors of Hitler’s Final Solution,
might find sanctuary in a homeland of their own. The existing Jewish
community, the yishuv, was also thriving and ready for independence.

The British tried to work out an agreement acceptable to both
Arabs and Jews, but their insistence on the former’s approval guaran-
teed failure because the Arabs would not make any concessions. The
British subsequently turned the issue over to the UN in February 1947.

The UN established a Special Commission on Palestine (UNSCOP)
to devise a solution. Delegates from eleven nations' went to the area
and found what had long been apparent: the conflicting national aspi-
rations of Jews and Arabs could not be reconciled.

When they returned, the delegates of seven nations—Canada,
Czechoslovakia, Guatemala, The Netherlands, Peru, Sweden, and
Uruguay—recommended the establishment of two separate states,
Jewish and Arab, to be joined by economic union, with Jerusa-
lem an internationalized enclave. Three nations—India, Iran, and
Yugoslavia—recommended a unitary state with Arab and Jewish prov-
inces. Australia abstained.

The Jews of Palestine were not satisfied with the small territory
allotted to them by the Commission, nor were they happy that Jerusa-
lem was severed from the Jewish State; nevertheless, they welcomed
the compromise. The Arabs rejected UNSCOP’s recommendations.

The ad hoc committee of the UN General Assembly rejected the
Arab demand for a unitary Arab state. The majority recommendation
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for partition was viewed as a more just solution and subsequently ad-
opted by a vote of thirty-three to thirteen with ten abstentions on
November 29, 1947.2

It is hard to see how the Arab world, still less the Arabs of Palestine, will
suffer from what is mere recognition of accomplished fact—the pres-
ence in Palestine of a compact, well organized, and virtually autono-
mous Jewish community.

—London Times editorial®

MYTH

The partition plan gave the Jews most of the
land, including all the fertile areas.

FACT

The partition plan took on a checkerboard appearance largely be-
cause Jewish towns and villages were spread throughout Palestine.
This did not complicate the plan as much as the fact that the high
living standards in Jewish cities and towns had attracted large Arab
populations, which ensured that any partition would result in a Jew-
ish state that included a substantial Arab population. Recognizing the
need to allow for additional Jewish settlement, the majority proposal
allotted the Jews land in the northern part of the country, the Galilee,
and the large, arid Negev Desert in the south. The remainder was to
form the Arab state.

These boundaries were based solely on demographics. The borders
of the Jewish State were arranged with no consideration of security;
hence, the new state’s frontiers were virtually indefensible. Overall,
the Jewish State was to be comprised of roughly fifty-five hundred
square miles (about 55 percent of Palestine), and the population was
to be 538,000 Jews and 397,000 Arabs. Approximately 92,000 Arabs
lived in Tiberias, Safed, Haifa, and Bet Shean, and another forty thou-
sand were Bedouins, most of whom were living in the desert. The
remainder of the Arab population was spread throughout the Jewish
state. The Arab State was to be forty-five hundred square miles with a
population of 804,000 Arabs and 10,000 Jews.*

Critics claim the UN gave the Jews fertile land while the Arabs
were allotted hilly, arid land. To the contrary, approximately 60 per-
cent of the Jewish state was to be the desert in the Negev, while the
Arabs occupied most of the agricultural land >

Further complicating the situation was the UN majority’s insistence
that Jerusalem remain apart from both states and be administered as
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an international zone. This arrangement left more than 100,000 Jews
in Jerusalem isolated from their country and circumscribed by the
Arab state.

According to British statistics, more than 70 percent of the land in
what would become Israel belonged to the mandatory government.
Those lands reverted to Israeli control after the departure of the Brit-
ish. Another 9 percent of the land was owned by Jews, and about
3 percent by Arabs who became citizens of Israel. That means only
about 18 percent belonged to Arabs who left the country before and
after the Arab invasion of Israel.®

MYTH
Israel usurped all of Palestine in 1948.

FACT

Nearly 80 percent of what was the historic land of Palestine and the
Jewish National Home, as defined by the League of Nations, was sev-
ered by the British in 1921 and allocated to what became Transjordan.
Jewish settlement there was barred. The UN partitioned the remain-
ing 20-odd percent of Palestine into two states. With Transjordan’s
annexation of the West Bank in 1950 and Egypt’s occupation of Gaza,
Arabs controlled more than 80 percent of the territory of the Mandate
while the Jewish State held a bare 17.5 percent.”

MYTH

Prior to 1948, the Palestinian Arabs were never offered a state.

FACT

The Peel Commission in 1937 concluded the only logical solution to
resolving the contradictory aspirations of the Jews and Arabs was to
partition Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states. The Jews
would have received only 15 percent of Western Palestine between
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean. A small area, including Jeru-
salem, was to remain under British control, but 80 percent of the land
was to be united with Transjordan and become independent.

The Arabs rejected the plan because it forced them to accept the
creation of a Jewish state, and required some Palestinians to live under
“Jewish domination.” Muslim religious leaders said supporters of the
plan were heretics while the political machine controlled by the Mufti
labeled them traitors.®

The Zionists opposed the Peel Plan’s boundaries because they
would have been confined to nineteen hundred out of the 10,310
square miles remaining in Palestine. Nevertheless, the Zionists de-
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cided to negotiate with the British, while the Arabs refused to con-
sider any compromises.

In 1939, the British White Paper called for the establishment of an
Arab state in Palestine within ten years, and for limiting Jewish immi-
gration to no more than seventy-five thousand over the following five
years. Afterward, no one would be allowed in without the consent
of the Arab population. Though the Arabs had been granted a con-
cession on Jewish immigration, and been offered independence—the
goal of Arab nationalists—they repudiated the White Paper.

With partition, the Palestinians were given a state and the opportu-
nity for self-determination. This, too, was rejected.

MYTH

The majority of the population in Palestine was Arab;
therefore, a unitary Arab state should have been created.

FACT

At the time of the 1947 partition resolution, the Arabs did have a ma-
jority in western Palestine as a whole—1.2 million Arabs versus six
hundred thousand Jews.? But the Jews were a majority in the area
allotted to them by the resolution, and in Jerusalem.

The Jews never had a chance of reaching a majority in the country
given the restrictive immigration policy of the British. By contrast,
Palestine’s Arab population, which had been declining prior to the
Mandate in 1922, grew exponentially because Arabs from all the sur-
rounding countries were free to come—and thousands did—to take
advantage of the rapid economic development and improved health
conditions stimulated by Zionist settlement.

The decision to partition Palestine was not determined solely by
demographics; it was based on the conclusion that the territorial
claims of Jews and Arabs were irreconcilable, and that the most logi-
cal compromise was the creation of two states. Ironically, that same
year, 1947, the Arab members of the United Nations supported the
partition of the Indian subcontinent and the creation of the new, pre-
dominantly Muslim state of Pakistan.

MYTH
The Arabs were prepared to compromise to avoid bloodshed.
FACT

As the partition vote approached, it became clear that little hope ex-
isted for a political solution to a problem that transcended politics:
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the Arabs’ unwillingness to accept a Jewish state in Palestine and the
refusal of the Zionists to settle for anything less.

The implacability of the Arabs was evident when Jewish Agency
representatives David Horowitz and Abba Eban made a last-ditch ef-
fort to reach a compromise in a meeting with Arab League secretary
Abd al-Rahman Azzam Pasha on September 16, 1947. Pasha told them
bluntly:

The Arab world is not in a compromising mood. It’s likely, Mr.
Horowitz, that your plan is rational and logical, but the fate
of nations is not decided by rational logic. Nations never con-
cede; they fight. You won'’t get anything by peaceful means
or compromise. You can, perhaps, get something, but only
by the force of your arms. We shall try to defeat you. I am
not sure we’ll succeed, but we’ll try. We were able to drive
out the Crusaders, but on the other hand we lost Spain and
Persia. It may be that we shall lose Palestine. But it’s too late
to talk of peaceful solutions.®

Meanwhile, the Mufti and his henchmen made sure to silence sup-
porters of partition. According to one of the Mufti’s associates who
spied for the Haganah, “The opposition, which was prepared to agree
to partition, had to go along with the opponents of partition after they
learned of the decision to murder everyone who supported that opin-
ion, even if they were among the greatest [leaders.]”"*
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4. The War of 1948

The Jews started the first war with the Arabs.
The United States was the only nation that criticized the Arab attack on Israel.

The West’s support of Israel allowed the Jews to conquer Palestine.
The Arab economic boycott was imposed in response to the creation of Israel.

MYTH
The Jews started the first war with the Arabs.

FACT

The Arabs made clear they would go to war to prevent the establish-
ment of a Jewish state. The chairman of the Arab Higher Commit-
tee said the Arabs would “fight for every inch of their country.” Two
days later, the holy men of Al-Azhar University in Cairo called on the
Muslim world to proclaim a jibhad (holy war) against the Jews.? Jamal
Husseini, the Arab Higher Committee’s spokesman, had told the UN
prior to the partition vote that the Arabs would drench “the soil of our
beloved country with the last drop of our blood.”

Husseini’s prediction began to come true almost immediately after
the UN adopted the partition resolution on November 29, 1947. The
Arabs declared a protest strike and instigated riots that claimed the
lives of sixty-two Jews and thirty-two Arabs. Violence continued to
escalate through the end of the year.*

The first large-scale assaults began on January 9, 1948, when ap-
proximately one thousand Arabs attacked Jewish communities in
northern Palestine. By February, the British said so many Arabs had
infiltrated that they lacked the forces to run them back?

In the first phase of the war, lasting from November 29, 1947, until
April 1, 1948, the Palestinian Arabs took the offensive, with help from
volunteers from neighboring countries. The Jews suffered severe casu-
alties, and passage along most of their major roadways was disrupted.

On April 26, 1948, Transjordan’s King Abdullah said:

All our efforts to find a peaceful solution to the Palestine
problem have failed. The only way left for us is war. I will
have the pleasure and honor to save Palestine.®

On May 4, 1948, Abdullah’s Arab Legion attacked Kfar Etzion. The
defenders drove them back, but the Legion returned a week later.
After two days, the ill-equipped and outnumbered settlers were over-
whelmed. Many defenders were massacred after they had surren-
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dered.” This was prior to the invasion by the regular Arab armies that
followed Israel’s declaration of independence.

The UN Palestine Commission, which was never permitted by the
Arabs or British to go to Palestine to implement the resolution, re-
ported to the Security Council on February 16, 1948, that “powerful
Arab interests, both inside and outside Palestine, are defying the reso-
lution of the General Assembly and are engaged in a deliberate effort
to alter by force the settlement envisaged therein.”®

The Arabs were blunt in taking responsibility for the war. Jamal
Husseini told the Security Council on April 16, 1948:

The representative of the Jewish Agency told us yesterday
that they were not the attackers, that the Arabs had begun
the fighting. We did not deny this. We told the whole world
that we were going to fight.”

The British commander of Jordan’s Arab Legion, John Bagot Glubb,
admitted:

Early in January, the first detachments of the Arab Liberation
Army began to infiltrate into Palestine from Syria. Some came
through Jordan and even through Amman . .. They were in
reality to strike the first blow in the ruin of the Arabs of Pal-
estine !’

Despite the disadvantages in numbers, organization, and weapons,
the Jews began to take the initiative in the weeks from April 1 until
the declaration of independence on May 14. The Haganah captured
several major towns, including Tiberias and Haifa, and temporarily
opened the road to Jerusalem.

The partition resolution was never suspended or rescinded. Thus,
Israel, the Jewish State in Palestine, was born on May 14, as the British
finally left the country. Five Arab armies (Egypt, Syria, Transjordan,
Lebanon, and Iraq) immediately invaded Israel. Their intentions were
declared by Abd al-Rahman Azzam Pasha, secretary-general of the
Arab League: “It will be a war of annihilation. It will be a momentous
massacre in history that will be talked about like the massacres of the
Mongols or the Crusades.”

MYTH

The United States was the only nation that
criticized the Arab attack on Israel.

FACT

The United States, the Soviet Union, and most other states recognized
Israel soon after it declared independence on May 14, 1948, and imme-
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diately condemned the Arabs for their aggression. The United States
urged a resolution charging the Arabs with breach of the peace.

Soviet delegate Andrei Gromyko told the Security Council on May
29, 1948:

This is not the first time that the Arab states, which orga-
nized the invasion of Palestine, have ignored a decision of
the Security Council or of the General Assembly. The USSR
delegation deems it essential that the council should state
its opinion more clearly and more firmly with regard to this
attitude of the Arab states toward decisions of the Security
Council 2

On July 15, the Security Council threatened to cite the Arab govern-
ments for aggression under the UN Charter. By this time, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) had succeeded in stopping the Arab offensive,
and the initial phase of the fighting ended.

MYTH

The West’s support of Israel allowed the Jews to conquer Palestine.

FACT

The Jews won their war of independence with minimal help from the
West. In fact, they won despite actions that undermined their military
strength.

Although President Harry Truman supported the partition reso-
lution, many officials in the State Department did not and tried
to sabotage the plan. Some of these officials—often referred to as
“Arabists”—were anti-Semitic. Others feared supporting partition
would harm our relations with the Arab states (especially the oil pro-
ducers), and the early Cold Warriors worried that the new Jewish state
might side with the Communists or provide an opening for the Soviet
Union to spread its influence in the region.

The Arabists decided to prevent the Jews from obtaining the means
to defend themselves. “Otherwise,” Undersecretary of State Robert
Lovett argued, “the Arabs might use arms of U.S. origin against Jews,
or Jews might use them against Arabs.”* Consequently, on Decem-
ber 5, 1947, the United States imposed an arms embargo on the region.

Truman did not recognize the embargo as an impediment to par-
tition and went along because he hoped it could avert bloodshed.
This was naive given Britain’s rejection of Lovett’s request to suspend
weapons shipments to the Arabs and subsequent agreements to pro-
vide additional arms to Iraq and Transjordan.*

The Arabs had no difficulty obtaining all the arms they needed. In
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fact, Jordan’s Arab Legion was armed and trained by the British, and
led by a British officer. At the end of 1948, and beginning of 1949,
British RAF planes flew with Egyptian squadrons over the Israel-Egypt
border.®

Meanwhile, the Jews were forced to smuggle weapons, principally
from Czechoslovakia. When Israel declared its independence in May
1948, the army did not have a single cannon or tank, and its air force
consisted of nine obsolete planes.

Although outgunned, Israel was not outmanned, despite the expo-
nentially larger populations of the Arab invaders. The Haganah had
sixty thousand trained fighters, but the newly formed Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) could only arm and mobilize 32,500, which was roughly
the size of the enemy forces.’® On the eve of the war, Chief of Opera-
tions Yigael Yadin told David Ben-Gurion: “The best we can tell you is
that we have a 50-50 chance.”””

The lack of participation by Palestinians in the war was particularly
striking. Though Palestinians claim a close connection to the land
going back centuries, and a fervent desire for independence, a sur-
prisingly low percentage fought in 1948. In village after village, Arab
residents defied the call to arms, and those who joined often did so
“to obtain free weapons for their personal protection and then return
home.” The small number who joined the fight often deserted; one
commander complained the Palestinians were “unreliable, excitable,
and difficult to control, and in organized warfare virtually unemploy-
able.”®

The Arab war to destroy Israel failed. Indeed, because of their ag-
gression, the Arabs wound up with less territory than if they had ac-
cepted partition.

The cost to Israel, however, was enormous. “Many of its most pro-
ductive fields lay gutted and mined. Its citrus groves, for decades the
basis of the Yishuv’s Jewish community economy, were largely de-
stroyed.” Military expenditures totaled approximately $500 million.
Worse yet, 6,373 Israelis were killed, nearly 1 percent of the Jewish
population of 650,000. Approximately 10,000 Arabs were killed.*®

Had the West enforced the partition resolution or given the Jews
the capacity to defend themselves, many lives might have been saved.

The Arab countries signed armistice agreements with Israel in
1949, starting with Egvpt (Feb. 24), followed by Lebanon (March 23),
Jordan (April 3), and Syria (July 20). Irag was the only country that
did not sign an agreement with Israel, choosing instead to withdraw
its troops and hand over its sector to Jordan’s Arab Legion. None of the
Arab states would negotiate a peace agreement.

Meanwhile, forty of the fifty-nine member states of the UN recog-
nized Israel by the end of 1949.%
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MYTH

The Arab economic boycott was imposed in
response to the creation of Israel.

FACT

The Arab boycott was formally declared by the newly formed Arab
League Council on December 2, 1945: “Jewish products and manufac-
tured goods shall be considered undesirable to the Arab countries.”
All Arab “institutions, organizations, merchants, commission agents
and individuals” were called upon “to refuse to deal in, distribute, or
consume Zionist products or manufactured goods.”** As is evident in
this declaration, the terms “Jewish” and “Zionist” were used synony-
mously. Thus, even before the establishment of Israel, the Arab states
had declared an economic boycott against the Jews of Palestine.

The boycott, as it evolved after 1948, is divided into three compo-
nents. The primary boycott prohibits direct trade between Israel and
the Arab nations. The secondary boycott is directed at companies that
do business with Israel. The tertiary boycott involves the blacklisting
of firms that trade with other companies that do business with Israel.*

The objective of the boycott has been to isolate Israel from its
neighbors and the international community, and deny it trade that
might be used to augment its military and economic strength. While
undoubtedly isolating Israel and separating the Jewish State from its
most natural markets, the boycott failed to undermine Israel’s econ-
omy to the degree intended. Instead, Israel flourished and enjoyed one
of the world’s highest growth rates for many years.

After learning the extent to which US companies were cooperat-
ing with the boycott, and the number of firms on the Arab blacklist,
Congress voted in 1977 to prohibit US companies from cooperating
with the Arab boycott. When President Carter signed the law, he said
the “issue goes to the very heart of free trade among nations” and that
it was designed to “end the divisive effects on American life of foreign
boycotts aimed at Jewish members of our society.”%*

The boycott has gradually crumbled, and few countries outside the
Middle East comply with it. The primary boycott—prohibiting direct
relations between Arab countries and Israel—cracked when nations
such as Qatar, Oman, and Morocco negotiated deals with Israel. Saudi
Arabia and some other Arab states have also engaged in quiet diplo-
macy in response to the shared concern over Iran’s nuclear program.
This mutual interest has not changed the Saudis’ adherence to the
economic boycott, which they had pledged to end as a condition for
membership in the World Trade Organization.

The Arab League boycott remains technically in force. In August
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2016, for example, the ninetieth conference of boycott officers was
held in Cairo. Kuwait and the UAE were among the participants who
reiterated their commitment to boycotting Israel.2° In addition, a global
campaign by individuals, organizations, and some governments—the
anti-Semitic boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) movement—
seeks to isolate and, ultimately, destroy Israel.
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5. The 1956 Suez War and the 1967
Six-Day War

Arab governments were prepared to accept Israel after the 1948 war.

Israel’s military strike in 1956 was unprovoked.

The United States’ blind support for Israel was apparent during the Suez War.

Arab governments recognized Israel after the Suez War.

Israel’s military strike in 1967 was unprovoked.

Nasser had the right to close the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping.

The United States helped Israel defeat the Arabs in six days.

During the 1967 War, Israel deliberately attacked the USS Liberty.

Israel attacked Jordan to capture Jerusalem.

Israel did not have to fire the first shot in June 1967.

Israel expelled peaceful Arab villagers from the West Bank and prevented
their return.

MYTH

Arab governments were prepared to
accept Israel after the 1948 war.

FACT

In the fall of 1948, the UN Security Council called on Israel and the
Arab states to negotiate armistice agreements. Thanks to UN media-
tor Ralph Bunche’s insistence on direct bilateral talks between Israel
and each Arab state, armistice agreements between Israel and Egypt,
Jordan, and Syria were concluded by the summer of 1949. Iraq, which
had also fought against Israel, refused to follow suit.

Later, on December 11, 1948, the General Assembly adopted a reso-
lution calling on the parties to negotiate peace; all Arab delegations
voted against it. After 1949, the Arabs insisted that Israel accept the
borders in the 1947 partition resolution and repatriate the Palestinian
refugees before they would negotiate an end to the war they had initi-
ated. This was a novel approach that they would use after subsequent
defeats: the doctrine of the limited-liability war. Under this theory,
aggressors may reject a compromise settlement and gamble on war to
win everything in the comfortable knowledge that, even if they fail,
they may insist on reinstating the status quo ante.
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MYTH

Israel’s military strike in 1956 was unprovoked.

FACT

Egypt had maintained its state of belligerency with Israel after the ar-
mistice agreement had been signed. The first manifestation of this was
the closing of the Suez Canal to Israeli shipping. On August 9, 1949,
the UN Mixed Armistice Commission upheld Israel’s complaint that
Egypt was illegally blocking the canal. UN negotiator Ralph Bunche
declared: “There should be free movement for legitimate shipping and
no vestiges of the wartime blockade should be allowed to remain, as
they are inconsistent with both the letter and the spirit of the armi-
stice agreements.”*

On September 1, 1951, the Security Council ordered Egypt to open
the Canal to Israeli shipping. Egypt refused to comply.

Egypt was equally obdurate in refusing to lift a blockade Egyptian
president Gamal Abdel Nasser imposed on the Straits of Tiran, which
interfered with Israel’s access to the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, im-
peded communication with Asia and East Africa, and violated Israel’s
right to freedom of navigation.

The Egyptian foreign minister Muhammad Salah al-Din said early
in 1954:

The Arab people will not be embarrassed to declare: We shall
not be satisfied except by the final obliteration of Israel from
the map of the Middle East.”

In 1955, Nasser began to import arms from the Soviet Bloc to build
his arsenal for a future confrontation with Israel. In the short term,
however, he employed a new tactic to prosecute Egypt’s war with
Israel. He announced it on August 31, 1955:

Egypt has decided to dispatch her heroes, the disciples of
Pharaoh and the sons of Islam and they will cleanse the land
of Palestine . . . There will be no peace on Israel’s border be-
cause we demand vengeance, and vengeance is Israel’s death.?

These “heroes” were Arab terrorists, or fedayeen, trained and
equipped by Egyptian Intelligence to engage in hostile action on the
border, and to infiltrate Israel to commit acts of sabotage and murder.
The fedayeen operated mainly from bases in Jordan, so that Jordan
would bear the brunt of Israel’s retaliation, which inevitably followed.
The terrorist attacks violated the armistice agreement provision that
prohibited the initiation of hostilities by paramilitary forces; neverthe-
less, the UN Security Council condemned Israel for its counterattacks.

The escalation continued with the Egyptian blockade of Israel’s
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shipping lane in the Straits of Tiran, and Nasser’s nationalization of the
Suez Canal in July 1956. On October 14, Nasser made clear his intent:

I am not solely fighting against Israel itself. My task is to de-
liver the Arab world from destruction through Israel’s in-
trigue, which has its roots abroad. Our hatred is very strong.
There is no sense in talking about peace with Israel. There is
not even the smallest place for negotiations.*

Less than two weeks later, on October 25, Egypt signed a tripartite
agreement with Syria and Jordan placing Nasser in command of all
three armies.

The blockade of the Suez Canal and Gulf of Aqaba to Israeli ship-
ping, combined with the increased fedayeen attacks and the bellicos-
ity of Arab statements, prompted Israel, with the backing of Britain
and France, to attack Egypt on October 29, 1956. The Israeli attack
on Egypt was successful, with Israeli forces capturing the Gaza Strip,
much of the Sinai, and Sharm al-Sheikh. Estimates of casualties range
from 171 to 231 Israelis and three thousand Egyptians.

Israeli ambassador to the UN Abba Eban explained the provoca-
tions to the Security Council on October 30:

During the six years during which this belligerency has oper-
ated in violation of the Armistice Agreement there have oc-
curred 1,843 cases of armed robbery and theft, 1,339 cases
of armed clashes with Egyptian armed forces, 435 cases of
incursion from Egyptian controlled territory, [and] 172 cases
of sabotage perpetrated by Egyptian military units and fe-
dayeen in Israel. As a result of these actions of Egyptian hos-
tility within Israel, 364 Israelis were wounded and 101 killed.
In 1956 alone, as a result of this aspect of Egyptian aggres-
sion, 28 Israelis were Killed and 127 wounded >

MYTH

The United States’ blind support for Israel
was apparent during the Suez War.

FACT

President Eisenhower was upset by the fact that Israel, France, and
Great Britain had secretly planned the campaign to evict Egypt from
the Suez Canal. Israel’s failure to inform the United States of its in-
tentions, combined with ignoring American entreaties not to go to
war, sparked tensions between the countries. The United States sub-
sequently joined the Soviet Union (ironically, just after the Soviets
invaded Hungary) in a campaign to force Israel to withdraw. This in-
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cluded a threat to discontinue all US assistance, UN sanctions, and

expulsion from the UN ¢see—exchansesbetween Ben-Gurion—and
Eisenhowerd).

US pressure resulted in an Israeli withdrawal from the areas it con-
quered without obtaining any concessions from the Egyptians. This
sowed the seeds of the 1967 War.

One reason Israel did give in to Eisenhower was the assurance he
gave to Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. Before evacuating Sharm
al-Sheikh, the strategic point guarding the Straits of Tiran, Israel elic-
ited a promise that the United States would maintain the freedom of
navigation in the waterway.” In addition, Washington sponsored a UN
resolution creating the United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) to
deter future hostilities, assure freedom of navigation of the Straits of
Tiran, and prevent fedayeen raids from Gaza.

The war temporarily ended the activities of the fedayeen; however,
they were renewed a few years later by a loosely knit group of terrorist
organizations that became known as the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (PLO).

MYTH

Arab governments recognized Israel after the Suez War.

FACT

Israel consistently expressed a desire to negotiate with its neighbors.
In an address to the UN General Assembly on October 10, 1960, For-
eign Minister Golda Meir challenged Arab leaders to meet with Prime
Minister David Ben-Gurion to negotiate a peace settlement. Egyptian
president Nasser answered on October 15, saying that Israel was try-
ing to deceive the world, and reiterating that his country would never
recognize the Jewish State.®

The Arabs were equally adamant in their refusal to negotiate a sep-
arate settlement for the refugees. Nasser made clear that solving the
refugee issue was not his concern. “The danger of Israel,” he said, “lies
in the very existence of Israel as it is in the present and in what she
represents.””

Meanwhile, Syria used the Golan Heights, which tower three thou-
sand feet above the Galilee, to shell Israeli farms and villages. Syria’s
attacks grew more frequent in 1965 and 1966, while Nasser’s rhetoric
became increasingly bellicose: “We shall not enter Palestine with its
soil covered in sand,” he said on March 8, 1965. “We shall enter it with
its soil saturated in blood.”®

A few months later, Nasser expressed the Arabs’ aspiration as: “the
full restoration of the rights of the Palestinian people. In other words,
we aim at the destruction of the State of Israel. The immediate aim:
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The Golan Heights Prior to the 1967 War:
Distances and Elevations
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perfection of Arab military might. The national aim: the eradication
of Israel.”

MYTH

Israel’s military strike in 1967 was unprovoked.

FACT

A combination of bellicose Arab rhetoric, threatening behavior, and—
ultimately—an act of